	
	2007

	
	www.offshore.ie
mail@offshore.ie



	[Diving sites in mullaghmore]

	[Informations about diving sites in Mullaghmore with maps]


Mullaghmore, Co. Sligo

The Mullaghmore headland is situated in North West Ireland, on the south of Donegal Bay. It is a couple of km from the main road linking Sligo and Donegal (N15). The final approach depends on whether one is coming from the North or the South. Follow the signpost either from Cliffony village on the Main Road or from a junction a couple of miles to the north of Cliffony.

There is a beautifully built stone harbour on the East side of the headland. At the end of the harbour, below the Pier Head Hotel, there is a slipway which allows launching and retrieval at all but very low spring tides. The slope of the slip is quite gentle and depending on the trailer, the wheels may need to be submerged. Do not obstruct the slip area with unattended trailers.

Car parking is not permitted on the Northern part of the pier that lead to the break water. the running of compressors near the harbour has raised objections from other users, so please locate them well out of ear shot.

A stroll along the road around the headland at low tide can show many of the features needed to find the dives and identify some of the features on the map.

In good conditions, a 10 minute boat journey will bring you to one of the most distant dive locations. The area outside the harbour mouth and along and beyond the breakwater is often very busy, with water-skiers, sail boats, fishermen, etc., so slow speeds and a watchful eye are needed here.

Many of the dives may be reached from shore by the energetic, but keep in mind the possible difficulties in exiting which can be difficult in swells, especially with tiring legs! Currents are not usually a problem in the area. The main route for boats between the harbour and the Head passes over the deep end of Thumb and Crumb, so care is required when diving here.

Thumb Rock
The Thumb Rock area is about 500m from the harbour, see map. This rock runs roughly perpendicular to the shore. At low tide the top of the shallow end can be seen breaking. A descent can be made down a steep slippery slope from the road near the old post office. Care is required, and a safety rope attached to a car and dangling over the steep step at the bottom can be useful.

After crossing the rocks, a fin of about 100m will bring you to the top of the rock. The direction to follow to the rock is roughly that of the shallow gullies that you will see below you. The depth of the bottom of the rock is about 10m. The South side of the rock is a slope rising from a sandy bottom, fairly gradually, and the North side is vertical, and the main attraction.

Approximately 100m to the North of Thumb is a very similar, but smaller, rock known locally as Crumb Rock. The area between the two rocks is a boulder field that runs out to a sandy bottom to the East. 

At high tide at the deep outer end of these rocks one will be in nearly 30m of water.

Pigeon's Cove
To the North of Crumb there is an interesting area of quite broken bottom with small reefs, and one quite large reef with a wall a bit lower than Thumb, and not as long.

Unless a long fin out and back is acceptable, this area is best accessed by boat. The dominant feature from the boat is a large cave in the cliffs below the road.  Enter the water about 75m out from this cave. The depths here tend to be about 10-25m. There is a deep depression a bit further out where depths in excess of 30m can be found.

The Head
The Head is the area of the rock island, offshore from the North of the headland, that is split by gullies running perpendicular to the shore.

This area can be dived from either shore or by boat. These gullies vary in width and depth. In the larger ones the feeling is as if one were passing through a street of two storey houses. The walls are cracked, with cracks of varying depths. At the shore end the depth can be as shallow as 6m, while the outer end 25m can be reached.

It is possible to travel out one gully, turn 90 degrees at the end and intercept an adjoining gully and return by that.

This area is more exposed to swells than the previous two, and can sometimes only be dived from a boat.

At the Western end greater depths can be reached, 30m approx., and the gullies are not as regular in shape, but open out into large bowls. The BISHOP'S POOL at high tide and in good conditions can provide an ideal sheltered nearly enclosed area for Snorkellers and novice divers.

Beyond the Head
A few hundred metres beyond the Head there is a rocky spur that runs down from the top of the cliff. there is a gully out from the bottom of this spur. access can be gained from the road, parking cars in the lay-by beside the cliff.

Apart from this gully, the bottom around this area tends to be fairly shallow and uninteresting, compared to other areas.

There is a headland further over to the West beyond Classiebawn Castle. This is Rosskeeragh Point and is not dived very often as there is better diving closer to the harbour. The bottom is rocky and may be worth a visit in good conditions.

St. John's Point

St. John's Point is a peninsula situated in the North West of Ireland. To reach "The Point" follow the N15 to the town of Donegal. Proceed on the N5 through the villages of Mountcharles and Dunkineely. Approximately 500m outside the village of Dunkineely take the first left and continue out along this road which runs through the middle of the peninsula.
St. John's Point offers a variety of dive sites, both shore and boat diving. The most suitable location to launch the boat is from the small beach, marked X, keep to the right hand side of the beach to launch, there are some stones. a van or 4-wheel drive vehicle will allow you to take the boat and trailer right down to the water's edge.

There is also a pier at Ballysaggart but it is very restricted. in particular there are no parking facilities there and the road leading to it is extremely narrow and in bad repair. It is also possible to launch from Cassan Sound, but equally restricted.

Diving on the South of the peninsula is well protected from the North and North west winds. Alternatively it is possible to dive on the North side where the diving is shallower and more "kelpy". In general this site is more suitable as an alternative dive site. For shore diving, access to this site is marked at point Y.

The most popular dive sites are: "Black Rock", "Portnagh Rock" and "Skuddagh Rock". The former is a boat dive and the latter excellent shore dives.

Black Rock
This is a very accessible boat dive. Boats may be most easily launched from the beach. It is a very short trip to the dive site. The best diving is on the South West end of the rock. This dive offers a nice sheer rock face which shelves to the bottom at 20m. there is always an abundance of marine life and plenty of crevices to tempt the "curious" diver.

The general area of the rock offers an ideal opportunity for deeper dives. From the chart it is evident that 40m is easily obtainable. As this is a particularly sheltered side of the peninsula it is ideal for training purposes.

Again working from the beach and moving out past Black Rock there is plenty of boat diving along the SW of the peninsula and along the Northern tip. Modern RIBs with high powered engines allow a wide variety of diving in this area.

Portnagh Rock
This is the most popular shore dive in the area. It is extremely accessible with a set of steps leading down into the water. Again it is well sheltered from the prevailing winds and diving is possible all the year round. This site is at the very end of the road beside the lighthouse. the rock is nearly always visible and the snorkel out to it only takes a few minutes.

Again, this site offers a sheer face down to 30m with plenty of fish life and crevices.   At the bottom of the face is a very interesting area of large rocks and boulders offering plenty of holes, gullies and small ledges. The rocks extend down to 25m.

On a full tide it is relatively easy to acquire a 30m dive. Just continue out from the rocks onto sand, where a small ledge is reached and the required depth. As you move out from the point there is a current on the flood tide. Overall the general area of this rock offers a range of depths and underwater terrain to suit the needs of most divers. It is very suitable for small groups of divers without boat facilities.

Skuddagh Rock
This is also a shore dive, accessed from the same point. the divers can snorkel out through the gully between the rock and the mainland and the actual dive is a circle of rock. it is a slightly more challenging dive than Portnagh Rock.
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